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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

OFFICE OF U. S. SURVEYOR-GENERAL,

Bolise, Idaho, April 20,1912,

Hon.: Frank Bond,

Chalrman, Executlve Comm. U.S. Geo. Survey,

Weshington, D.C.

My dewr Mr. Bond,

Referring to’your letters of October 19, 1911
and March 29, 1912, relating to the State Boundary
vetween Idaho and Montsna, and requesting my opinion
as to the proper nsme or names for the varlous sec-
tions, I have the honor to report I have had conslderable
persorial experience and hsve galned some knowledge from
1t concerning these ranges, and since recelving yvour
first letter I have consulted Mr. Howard B. Carpenter,
U. S. Deputy Surveyor who surveved this boundary; Hr.
Frank S. Spafford. Asslstsnt Supervisor of Surveyvs, who
has had large experience 1n the examinstion of work
along these lines. Judge R. P. Quarles who has personal
knowledge of tne Lemhi District, and Judge Allshie of
the Supreme Court, who 18 also well acqualnted with the
Lemhl country, und from the 1Informution galned zand from
my own Knowledg%(} would recommend that thuat portion
of tne State boundury 1yling b?tween Idaho and iontana
beginning at a point where we lesve the merldian and

follow the swmmit of the mountains, to a point where

the runge jolns the Contlnental Divide nesr the head-waters



of the North Fork of the Salmon, and the Bast Fork of
the Bitter Root Rilvers, being about T. 28 N., Re 2L FBe,

B,M., be called and known as the Bitter Root HMountalns. ,Xf

Here this range joins with the Continental Divide
coming from a northeasterly direction across Montsna.
From the point last mentloned on the Continentsl Dilvide
to the Lemhl Pass 1s known and should be called the

Big Hole range.

From the Lemhl Pass to Monida, a small station
on the Cregon Short Line railroad, 1s locally known as

Beuver Head lMountalns, this name could be applied to

this sectlone.

From Monlda to the State line, the range 1s known

as the Henry Lake lMountains.

The recommendaﬁion. howeﬁer, that a certain por-
tion or all of the Divide between Idaholand Mfontana be
called Lemhl Runge could not be conslidered for there 1s
already a splendld range of mountains 1lyving west of the
Lemhi Valley,‘mﬁch higher than the Divide, having peaks
that are higher than any part of the Continental Divide,
1ying between Idaho and lMontsna. Thils range of moun—
tolns has been known ag the Lemhl Range and the peaks
known a8 the Lemhl Peaks for many years and 1t would
make a great confuslon 1f our Geographers tried to move

the %@ﬁge over onto the Contilnentsal Divide.
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The names I have given to you 1in order to locallze
the different portlons of the Divide are well known and
in common use by the natlves 1living in the vicinity
of the boundary on both slides, and csn be used with
perfect satlisfactlion to both Idaho and Montsna.

The present state map of Idsho 1s very misleading
Inasmuch as 1t has the entire boundary between Idano and
Montana which follows the mountaln tops named the Bltter
Root Mountains, while 1in reality the Bitter Root Mountailns
are only a spur or offshoot from the Continental Divide
ahd recelved thelr name Trom local‘trappérs on the rilver
which also bears that name, on account of the roots
of o certaln herb gathered there and used by the trappers
and Indlans for medical purposes.

Hoping thegse few disjointed remarks may be of some
11ttle asslstance to you and your bdoard in perfecting
the map of the West, I am,

Very respectfully vours,

S AT

U.S.Surveyor Genersl for Idaho.
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